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About the 
Author: 
      My name is Jung Hoon Lee who just came to United States in 2006. I 
was born in Dae Gu, South Korea. I lived in Korea for last 19 years. Since 
I just came to State last year, things are still interesting and new for me. It 
is very fun to find new things in my daily lives. I honestly do not see my 
self as an CY student. Most of my friends who are CY student came to 
state when they were around 14~15 years old. But, I think I am facing 
things like they did when I see myself adjusting to new culture and new 
people. It is very interesting to have CY students as friends, since they 
have a different cultural background compare to mine. I think there exist 
good side and bad side on being CY student, and is important to find out 
what are they and what causes these good and bad things. 
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Abstract:         The main purpose of this project is to interview CY students and 
their families in order to find out the condition for the life of CY students 
and the relationship with their families along with their CY life. It is very 
easy to find out how newspapers and other media think about CY 
students. When I was still in Korea, I could hear about students who go to 
IVY leagues and good colleges. These students had strong thought to 
prolong and continue their dream through study abroad. However, 
sometimes, we hear about students who are having troubles through their 
CY life. When I was reading this news article, it looked like there are a lot 
of temptations for students to fall into bad pathways. People assume 
what would be like for young students to live as a CY student, but we 
never know. Because of that, I wanted to do this research. I wanted find 
out what factors drive them to come to United States, and what forced 
them to prolong this CY life. These interview questions are formed to find 
out the reality of CY life and focused on how family affect this young 
student’s CY life. 
. 
Initial 
Exercises: 
Question: [Common Questions for All] 
I.  General reasons 
Why USA, When, Why CY or Studying Abroad or Learning English? 
•When did you first come to the United States? (how old were you? how 
long have you been here?) 
•Why did you choose USA out of all those countries? What was real 
reason for coming to the United States or studying abroad? Why did you 
come to the United States to study? Honestly. 
•Studying English was one of main purposes to study in USA? Why do 
you want to learn English? 
•Is it your will or by others such as parents to be a CY student?/ If coming 
to U.S.A. was by your own will or by others? And what was the reason for 
others to ask you to come to U.S.A. and who were they? 
•if it was your parents, did you agree at first? f it was your parents, do 
they satisfy with their decision? 
II. General experiences 
•Are you satisfied with your life in USA ? Are you happy with your current 
life of studying abroad? (in aspect of studying, socializing, extra 
activities...etc) 
•Do you regret of being CY?  if yes, why? Have you ever regretted for 
leaving Korea? if yes, when was it? and why? Have you ever regretted 
for coming to the States? 
•How much score would you like to give to yourself, about successful 
CY? 
•What is the most proud achievement that you have made so far in USA 
or studying abroad? 
•What is the most benefit you think you are getting from CY life? What is 
the best part of being CY? 
•When was the toughest/ roughest time you had to go through as a CY?/ 
What was the most tough thing that you had to overcome with? 
•What time of the day is the hardest for you? 
•Have you ever felt discriminated in any situation? if so, when? 
•Have you been through racism? 
•If someone asks you to do this over again, are you willing to do it or not? 
(CY life) 
•Would you recommend this CY to your friends? 
•If you become parents, do you want your kids to be CY students? Why? 
Would you send your child to USA when you become a father/mother? 
•If your children want to be CY in future, would you send them to other 
countries to study? If yes, which country? 
III. Living as a CY and their friends 
•Do you actively participate in class? If no, why not? 
•What do you do with your free time? 
•What kind of media do you use for communication with your friends? 
(cyworld, myspace, msn etc) 
•Did you have more Korean/Asian friends or American friends? 
•Who do you want to get close to? Americans or Koreans? 
•How many close American friends do you have? Was it easy to make 
American friends? If not, why? 
•How many close Korean Friends do you have? 
•How many Korean-American friends do you have? 
•What do you believe is the difference between you and the other Korean 
groups (1.5 Korean-American, 2nd generations, and international 
students)? 
•What kind of people do you spend time with (ethnicity)? 
•What kind of group of people do you hang out with? 
•What kind of media do you use for communication with your friends? 
(cyworld, myspace, msn etc) 
IV. Future of CY – What do they like to do? Where do they like to be? 
•Do you have a specific vision or future plan? 
•Do you plan on living or working in the United States? Will you go back 
to Korea after graduation or will you stay in the States? 
•In future, where do you want to live?  How will you picture yourself in 10 
years from now? 
V. Final 
•If someone asks you about CY life and if they are willing to be CY, what 
would you recommend? What is your suggestion to the future CY 
student? 
Focus 1. Family Dynamics 
•Do you miss your family? When the most? 
•How usually do you talk to your family?(either by email or phone) 
•How often do you have conversation with your family through telephone, 
e-mail or other things? 
•How did the condition of your family change after your study abroad? 
•Do you think is it better to be apart from family than be with family? And 
why? And when do you miss them most? 
•Does being CY make the relationship with your family worse? 
•How do you feel when you go home and see your family during break? 
•Are you the only one who study abroad among your siblings? 
•if yes, how many are they? where are they? 
•if yes, how often do you contact with them? 
Plan: 
Data:   
<Participant 1>
I. General reasons 
•When did you first come to the United States? (how old were you? how long have you 
been here?) 
When I was 9th grade. (2002) 
-
•Why did you choose USA out of all those countries? What was real reason for coming to 
the United States or studying abroad? Why did you come to the United States to study? 
Honestly. 
- Since when I was in 7th grade, I always dreamed to study in US after 
reading several books. 
•Studying English was one of main purposes to study in USA? Why do you want to learn 
English? 
No
•Is it your will or by others such as parents to be a CY student?/ If coming to U.S.A. was 
by your own will or by others? And what was the reason for others to ask you to come to 
U.S.A. and who were they? 
It was totally my will. 
•if it was your parents, did you agree at first? f it was your parents, do they satisfy with 
their decision? 
II. General experiences 
•Are you satisfied with your life in USA ? Are you happy with 
your current life of studying abroad? (in aspect of studying, 
socializing, extra activities...etc) 
Yes, of course. 
•Do you regret of being CY? if yes, why? Have you ever regretted for leaving Korea? if 
yes, when was it? and why? Have you ever regretted for coming to the States? 
Sometimes. Because I couldn’t have a teenager with my parents. 
•How much score would you like to give to yourself, about successful CY? 
9/10
•What is the most proud achievement that you have made so far in USA or studying 
abroad? 
Too many.
•What is the most benefit you think you are getting from CY life? What is the best part of 
being CY? 
When I see a problem, I can see it with several other point of view.
•When was the toughest/ roughest time you had to go through as a CY?
What was the most tough thing that you had to overcome with? 
When I was sophomore and junior in high school.
•What time of the day is the hardest for you? 
Not really. 
•Have you been through racism? 
Yes, when salesman behaves impolitely because I am a asian. 
•If someone asks you to do this over again, are you willing to do it or not? (CY life) 
Never thought about it. 
•Would you recommend this CY to your friends? 
Yes 
•If you become parents, do you want your kids to be CY students? Why? Would you send 
your child to USA when you become a father/mother? 
Yes, I will send them away. 
III. Living as a CY and their friends 
•Do you actively participate in class? If no, why not? 
I did in high school, but I don’t anymore in college. Because there are too 
many people in class.
•What do you do with your free time? 
Playing piano, violin. 
•What kind of media do you use for communication with your friends? (cyworld, myspace, 
msn etc) 
Facebook, Cyworld 
•Did you have more Korean/Asian friends or American friends? 
Korean friends 
•Who do you want to get close to? Americans or Koreans? 
Never thought about it 
•How many close American friends do you have? Was it easy to make American friends? 
If not, why? 
I have few very close American friends. They are same as Korean best 
friends. 
•How many close Korean Friends do you have? 
A lot. 
•How many Korean-American friends do you have? 
Very few 
•What do you believe is the difference between you and the other Korean groups (1.5 
Korean-American, 2nd generations, and international students)? 
Cultureal difference, they are grown up as an American while I raised up 
as Korean. 
•What kind of people do you spend time with (ethnicity)? 
Korean friends 
IV. Future of CY – What do they like to do? Where do they like to be? 
•Do you have a specific vision or future plan? 
Yes I do. 
•Do you plan on living or working in the United States? Will you go back to Korea after 
graduation or will you stay in the States? 
I’m not sure yet but I want to have a job in US
V. Final 
•If someone asks you about CY life and if they are willing to be 
CY, what would you recommend? What is your suggestion to the 
future CY student? I would recommend that they should have a 
strong will to study abroad and they should not be under high 
school students. I think those people who come to U.S.A. should 
be aware of their responsibility. 
Focus 1. Family Dynamics 
•Do you miss your family? When the most? 
Yes, when I get into tough situation or I felt I was being treated unfairly 
because I was there all by myself without my parent. So I always wish 
that my parent would support me in those situations
•How usually do you talk to your family?(either by email or phone) 
Very often…like twice a week?
•How did the condition of your family change after your study abroad? 
I think the relationship between my mom and dad has been improved. Since they spend 
more time with each other without me 
•Do you think is it better to be apart from family than be with family? And why? And when 
do you miss them most? 
I think it’s pretty sad for teenager to be apart from his or her own family. Because you 
know your own family is always on your side no matter what. I miss them most when go 
through though situation 
•Does being CY make the relationship with your family worse? 
No, I don’t think so. 
•How do you feel when you go home and see your family during break? 
Every break, I am so happy to see my parent again. We always have a good time 
•Are you the only one who study abroad among your siblings? 
Yes, I am the only child
•if yes, how many are they? where are they? 
•if yes, how often do you contact with them? 
<Participant 2> 
I. General reasons 
•When did you first come to the United States? (how old were you? 
how long have you been here?) 
I was born in New York. 
•Why did you choose USA out of all those countries? What was real 
reason for coming to the United States or studying abroad? Why 
did you come to the United States to study? Honestly. 
I didn’t really have a choice because my whole family moved to America 
before I was born. 
•Studying English was one of main purposes to study in USA? Why 
do you want to learn English? 
Yes, one of the main purposes to study in USA was studying English. 
The reason why I want to learn English was to adjust into American 
educational system.
•Is it your will or by others such as parents to be a CY 
student?/ If coming to U.S.A. was by your own will or by others? 
And what was the reason for others to ask you to come to U.S.A. 
and who were they? 
Actually, I was born here and grew up until I was 6 years old. And then I 
returned to Korea for about 9 years and I finally moved back to America 
when I was 16 years old. When I decided to come back to America, it 
was by my own will to pursue my studying in USA. 
•if it was your parents, did you agree at first? f it was your 
parents, do they satisfy with their decision? 
II. General experiences 
•Are you satisfied with your life in USA ? Are you happy with 
your current life of studying abroad? (in aspect of studying, 
socializing, extra activities...etc) 
Yes, I am fully satisfied with my life in USA. I am satisfied with my social 
life and pursuing my study in UIUC.
•Do you regret of being CY? if yes, why? Have you ever regretted 
for leaving Korea? if yes, when was it? and why? Have you ever 
regretted for coming to the States? 
When I was in high school, I felt like I was sort of left out because I didn’t 
have much “closed” friends.
•How much score would you like to give to yourself, about 
successful CY? 
7 
•What is the most proud achievement that you have made so far in 
USA or studying abroad? 
I think the most proud achievement that I have made so far is being a 
student in UIUC.
•What is the most benefit you think you are getting from CY life? 
What is the best part of being CY? 
I think the best part of being CY is that I can belong to both countries, 
USA and Korea.
•When was the toughest/ roughest time you had to go through as a 
CY?/ What was the most tough thing that you had to overcome with? 
I think the roughest time I had to go through was the time when I returned 
to USA. I was more comfortable with learning in the Korean way that I 
had a hard time adjusting to the American way of learning. 
•What time of the day is the hardest for you? 
When I moved back to USA  
•Have you been through racism? 
No 
•If someone asks you to do this over again, are you willing to do 
it or not? (CY life) 
I would. 
•Would you recommend this CY to your friends? 
It depends on my friends, but I would.
•If you become parents, do you want your kids to be CY students? 
Why? Would you send your child to USA when you become a 
father/mother? 
Yes, because I think it is a good opportunity to learn both countries and 
two different cultures. 
•If your children want to be CY in future, would you send them to 
other countries to study? If yes, which country? 
Yes, USA 
III. Living as a CY and their friends 
•Do you actively participate in class? If no, why not? 
Yes 
•What do you do with your free time? 
I usually hang out with my friends. 
•What kind of media do you use for communication with your 
friends? (cyworld, myspace, msn etc) 
Cyworld, msn, phone, etc 
•Did you have more Korean/Asian friends or American friends? 
I have more Korean/Asian friends. 
•Who do you want to get close to? Americans or Koreans? 
Koreans
•How many close American friends do you have? Was it easy to make 
American friends? If not, why? 
3 close American friends in Georgia. I think it is hard to make American 
friends because I was simply “different” from them. (Cultures, 
appearance, mindset, etc)
•How many close Korean Friends do you have? 
About 7 close Korean Friends 
•How many Korean-American friends do you have? 
About 8 Korean-American friends 
•What do you believe is the difference between you and the other 
Korean groups (1.5 Korean-American, 2nd generations, and 
international students)? 
I think one of the differences between me and the other Korean groups is 
the mindset of thinking.
•What kind of people do you spend time with (ethnicity)? 
Koreans, Korean Americans
•What kind of group of people do you hang out with? 
Koreans 
IV. Future of CY – What do they like to do? Where do they like to 
be? 
•Do you have a specific vision or future plan? 
I want to be a doctor. 
•Do you plan on living or working in the United States? Will you 
go back to Korea after graduation or will you stay in the States? 
Yes, I do plan on getting a job in the United States, but I want to go back 
to Korea when I get older.
•In future, where do you want to live? How will you picture 
yourself in 10 years from now? 
I want to live in Korea. I would have my own family and a fine job (doctor, 
hopefully).
V. Final 
•If someone asks you about CY life and if they are willing to be 
CY, what would you recommend? What is your suggestion to the 
future CY student? 
I would say to them that try to be one of them as a whole, but never lose 
your own characteristics and your own mindset.
Focus 1. Family Dynamics 
•Do you miss your family? When the most? 
Yes, whenever I felt alone.
•How usually do you talk to your family?(either by email or 
phone) 
Once a weak.
•How often do you have conversation with your family through 
telephone, e-mail or other things? 
Once a weak 
•How did the condition of your family change after your study 
abroad? 
I realized that my family is the most important thing in my life.
•Do you think is it better to be apart from family than be with 
family? And why? And when do you miss them most? 
No, 
•Does being CY make the relationship with your family worse? 
Yes, and No, because you ARE being apart from family but then, you get 
to realized the importance of family. 
•How do you feel when you go home and see your family during 
break? 
Happy, blessed. 
•Are you the only one who study abroad among your siblings? 
No 
•if no, how many are they? where are they? 
If no, my sister goes to university in Boston. 
•if no, how often do you contact with them? 
I often contact with my sister twice a week. 
<Participant 3>
I. General reasons 
•When did you first come to the United States? (How old were you? 
how long have you been here?) 
I first came to the United States when I was 16. I have been in 
U.S. for about three years. Before I came to U.S., I was in 
Canada for three years. 
•Why did you choose USA out of all those countries? What was real 
reason for coming to the United States or studying abroad? Why 
did you come to the United States to study? Honestly. 
I chose U.S. because I believed studying in U.S. would help me to 
not only learn English but also gain a valuable education that is 
widely accepted by many other countries. 
•Studying English was one of main purposes to study in USA? Why 
do you want to learn English? 
English is used in most countries, and it is important to be 
fluent in English in order to better communicate with people from 
many different countries. 
•Is it your will or by others such as parents to be a CY student? 
If coming to U.S.A. was by your own will or by others? And what 
was the reason for others to ask you to come to U.S.A. and who 
were they? 
It was my parents’ will to be a CY student. My parents thought 
that it was better for me and my brother to study in English. 
•if it was your parents, did you agree at first? i f it was your 
parents, do they satisfy with their decision? 
Yes. When they asked me I was only 12. At that time I just did 
what they told me to do. But now I thank them for their decision. 
II. General experiences 
•Are you satisfied with your life in USA? Are you happy with your 
current life of studying abroad? ( I n aspect of studying, 
socializing, extra activities...etc) 
Yes. Even though studying is challenging, it is worth the time 
and effort. Also, my mom and my brother live in NJ, so I can 
always visit them whenever I want to. 
•Do you regret of being CY? If yes, why? Have you ever regretted 
for leaving Korea? if yes, when was it? And why? Have you ever 
regretted for coming to the States? 
I don’t regret for coming to the U.S., but sometimes I really 
miss living in Korea. 
•How much score would you like to give to yourself, about 
successful CY? 
4/5. 
•What is the most proud achievement that you have made so far in 
USA or studying abroad? 
Being able to communicate in English. 
•What is the most benefit you think you are getting from CY life? 
What is the best part of being CY? 
Independence . Being able to make decisions on my own. 
•When was the toughest/ roughest time you had to go through as a 
CY?/ What was the most tough thing that you had to overcome with? 
When I was just beginning to learn English (in Canada). 
•What time of the day is the hardest for you? 
getting up in the morning. 
•Have you been through racism? 
Not really. 
•If someone asks you to do this over again, are you willing to do 
it or not? (CY life) 
Yes. 
•Would you recommend this CY to your friends? 
Yes. It has its advantages. 
•If you become parents, do you want your kids to be CY students? 
Why? Would you send your child to USA when you become a 
father/mother? 
Yes. I think they will benefit from studying in U.S. instead of 
studying in Korea. 
•If your children want to be CY in future, would you send them to 
other countries to study? If yes, which country? 
Maybe Canada. 
III. Living as a CY and their friends 
•Do you actively participate in class? If no, why not? 
In small classes, yes. But in large lectures, no. 
•What do you do with your free time? 
Hang out with friends. Online shopping. Movies. Exercise. Etc. 
•What kind of media do you use for communication with your 
friends? (cyworld, myspace, msn etc) 
Cell phone, msn. 
•Did you have more Korean/Asian friends or American friends? 
Yes 
•Who do you want to get close to? Americans or Koreans? 
Both. 
•How many close American friends do you have? Was it easy to make 
American friends? If not, why? 
3-5 friends. No – Cultural difference? 
•How many close Korean Friends do you have? 
3-5 friends. 
•How many Korean-American friends do you have? 
3-5 friends. 
•What do you believe is the difference between you and the other 
Korean groups (1.5 Korean-American, 2nd generations, and 
international students)? 
Their ways of thinking. International students have “Korean 
Standards”, and 1.5 Korean-Americans or 2nd generation students 
have “American Standards”. 
•What kind of people do you spend time with (ethnicity)? 
International Students…sometimes w/ 1.5 Korean-Americans 
•What kind of group of people do you hang out with? 
International Students… 
IV. Future of CY – What do they like to do? Where do they like to 
be? 
•Do you have a specific vision or future plan? 
I plan to graduate from U of I w/ B.S. in Chemistry. I am hoping 
to get in to a pharmacy graduate school here in U.S., and then go 
back to Korea. 
•Do you plan on living or working in the United States? Will you 
go back to Korea after graduation or will you stay in the States? 
Right after graduation, I plan to work in U.S. But sometime I’ll 
go back to Korea. 
•In future, where do you want to live? How will you picture 
yourself in 10 years from now? 
Korea . Working in a pharmaceutical firm. 
V. Final 
•If someone asks you about CY life and if they are willing to be 
CY, what would you recommend? What is your suggestion to the 
future CY student? 
I would encourage them to be successful in both Korean and in 
U.S. 
Focus 1. Family Dynamics 
•Do you miss your family? When the most? 
When I am sick or very tired, I miss my family the most. 
•How usually do you talk to your family?(either by email or 
phone) 
Everyday. 
•How often do you have conversation with your family through 
telephone, e-mail or other things? 
Everyday. 
•How did the condition of your family change after your study 
abroad? 
I see my Dad about four to five times in a year. 
I see my Mom and my brother only during breaks. 
•Do you think is it better to be apart from family than be with 
family? And why? And when do you miss them most? 
Yes. I have become a more independent individual. I miss them the 
most when I need help or when I am sick. 
•Does being CY make the relationship with your family worse? 
Not at all. 
•How do you feel when you go home and see your family during 
break? 
Very happy. I feel “home”. 
•Are you the only one who study abroad among your siblings? 
No. My brother as well. 
•if yes, how many are they? where are they? 
My younger brother studies in NJ. He is a junior in high school. 
•if yes, how often do you contact with them? 
Once or twice a month. 
Discuss: I interviewed 3 different students and they all had different back ground of 
CY life. One interviewee came here when she was 15 years old. The 
other one was born in NY. The last one came to United States 3 years 
ago and was in Canada for 3 years. They all had different back ground 
and different thoughts over Chogi Yuhak. 
The first one came to United States by her own will when she was in 9th grade. She had 
strong will to study in United States. She had a long time for preparing for Study Abroad in 
order to be successful. She said she had hardships during her sophomore and junior year 
because of the struggle with her host family and because of the tough school work. She 
said her parent never forced her to study hard, but it was her desire to get a good grade 
and to be successful in her Cy life. She said there existed a lot of temptations to fall in bad 
stuffs. She said couple of her friends is in drugs and how they always have drinking 
parties. She mentioned about this Korean Student who were expelled from the school 
because he brought alcohols to the school retreat. She also mentioned this interesting 
fact, how his parent tried to meditate this situation by money, which did not work in her 
school. She said it was so lonely to be a CY student in United States. It seemed like she 
had a lot of friends during her high school, she definitely needed people to share her life. 
And she said it was her parent who holds her tight. Her parent and she always had a 
conversation over msn and shared every single thing of her life. That is how she still was 
under control while she was in her CY life. Moreover, her parent and her host family also 
had a lot of conversation over e-mails. That is how her host family got curfew time for her 
and could exercise parent role over her. 
The second one was born in United States, and it was not depend on his will when he first 
came to States, apparently. However, it was his decision to study in State when he was 
16. He decided to come to United State when he was 16 because he wanted to be a 
doctor in America. He also had a strong goal, and he said that is how he could make into 
a college. He really missed Korea. He even said it was very hard to come back to United 
States because he missed Korea so much. So it was very different for him to say that 
because my first interviewee did not miss Korea as much as he did. But, he was also 
successful as the first one did and was being a good CY student. 
The third one’s Cy life was little different than the life of others. She moved to Canada 
when she was 12 years old. However, she moved to Canada with her brother and mother 
in order to get better English skill. She was aware of the importance of the English, and 
that is why she moved to United States. Because of the fact that she was with her mother 
and brother, she did not fee lonely as other CY student did. Instead, she felt more 
comfortable and felt safe. And she said that is how she achieved things that she had now. 
EUI Links: 
Reflect:     The people I interviewed have different background. However they 
have some factor in common that their hardship mostly resulted from the 
cultural difference such as when they first faced American culture or 
when they felt cultural difference during their CY life.  And it was true that 
for those young CY students, the role of arenthood was greatly missing.  
They missed their parent and their family mos when they were going 
through tough and rough times.  Since most of them are very young in a 
sense that they are not an adult, I think their CY life and their relationship 
with their own family have a great impact over their success of study 
abroad. 
